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No other camtry but ours has the
Leautiful « ostom of anauvally decorat-
Ing the graves of those who laid their
lives pn the altar of patriotism. Since
the War Hetween the States there hos
been a day dedicated to placing the
karlonds of memory on the graves of
those wWhose unselflsh sacrifice of life
aroused the admiration of the
world.

It was fitting that this custom has
originated in the South. The South
was the battle ground; and when the
sounds of strife had digd out of the
land In the silence of desolation there
was a time of memory and tears. Few
were the homes withont the vacant
chnlr; the pew made graves were raw
wounds in the bosom of the Southland
und there wasg mourning for those who
came not buek from war. What won.
tder then, that the sorely stricken mo-
thers, wives, daughters, alsters turned
to the graves of helr warrior dead and
wok comfort in keeplng thelr memory
grieen?

And it was the memory of a little
ehiild thet brought the idem of a Gen-
cral Memorlal day, to a sud mother's
heart. The wife of Maj, Charles W.
Willinmg, who died in 1862, and her
littla girl visited his grave avery dny
and often comforted themselves with
wreathing it in flowers; then while the
mother gat ahstractly thinking of the
loved and lost one the ehild would
decorate the other graves near by and
call them her soldier's graves, After
awlle the dear little girl was'summon.
ed to join her fatner and the her.gved
mother took charge of these graves of
the unknown for the child’'s sake, As
she cared for them she thought of the
thousands of patriot’s graves through-
out the South far away from home
and kindred and in this way the plan
was suggested to her of setting apart
one day in each yéar that love might
pay tribute tp wvalor throughout the
Southern States.” So In Ma¥ch, 1866,
she published an appeal for the people
of tha South to join in setting apart
a certain day to be handed down
though time as g religlous custom of
the South to wreathe the graves of
SUT mariyreu uTea with flowers,” and
she proposed the 26th of April as the
day. Ready response was given and
Mrs, Williams lived to see the day
when her plan was adopted all over
the South afd In 1888 throughout tho
United States. BShe died ia 1874 and
on each recurring Membrial Day the
Columbus (Ga.) military company now
mareh around her grave, and each of

jthe men deposits g floral offering,

The beauty and pathos of this cus-
tom so impressed Mrs. John A. Lo-
gan, while on a visit to the South that
through her influence It was adopted
by the North, 1t was long known up
there as a decoration day, but of late
years it has beer, caHed Memoriai
Day, and it is observed by that sec-
tlon everywhere on May 30.

While the South has th; esbdit for
originating this beautiful custom, no
special day has yet been adopted by
the differen: states of the South, dif-
ferent dates being observed as seem
most appropriate for the States,

In Georgia where the custom orig-
inated, the legislature In 1866 set
apart the 26th of April as a legal hol-
Iday and that day has since been ob-
served in the State as memorial day.
The same date is observed in Alaba-
ma, Misslsslppt and Florida and Tex-
jis excepl that In Texas, It hss been
made a state holiday. In North Caro-
lina th-
in 1886 as Memorlal Day for thgt
State in honor of Stonéwall Jackeon,

and It was made a legal holiday in 1891
and South Carolina also observes the
same date by legal enactment. Tho
Sunday nearest the 10th of May, June
J, and other dates, optional with the
Chapters U. D. C, are observed in
Arkansas. Virgi~ia observes differ-
ent dates in *Tay as does West Vir-
ginla, as mosy appropriate for the dif-
ferent communities. June 3, the birth.
day of President Davis, has been since
adopted by other states—Kentucky,
Oklahoma, Louislana and Tenneasee,
and in the last two has been made
a legal holiday. Missour! has no me-
morial day for the South.

It these atates could decide upon one
special day for the general observance
throughout the Fowth as Memorial
Day, it would make it of stronger ef-
fect, Some day in the early part of
May Is suggested as the time most
sultable for the South generally. To
know that all over the Southern coun.
try the sama day was being observed
In honor of our soldiers would make
the day of greater significance fo the
generations to coma,

“And the graves of thq dead wllh
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The issue of The Intelligencer to-

day I= not a complete history of the
War of Secesslon, nor is it even a
history of the part i(hat Anderson
county hore in the tremendous. strug-
gle.  But we have ocen able (o collect
und present some things that will re-
vive memorles in the hearts of  the
gallnnt few who survive those days
of titanic combit and perchagseo gome
of the young who realize all to 10t-
Ll the significance of those times,
when heroes were as numerous as
muster rolls of the army—may get
glimpre of the grandeur of the sirug-
Elv and from reading will seek for
desper  and  browder Information
about the War of Secesslon.
This Is all we claim for this issue,
an affort Lo stimulate the people of
today to study the records of the
men who served in the grestest army
that ever responded to reveille,

The isaue today does not carry all
the war storles that we have tried to
collect, and later in the week we will
have a splendid account of the ser-
viee of the local company—The Pal-
metto Riflemen—prepared by one of
the survivors who is gifted in the art
of narratlon and expression. We
have also other articles abhont the
war which will appear in Wednes-
day’s and Thursday's paper.

We have endeavored to distribute
the reading matter and the advertis-
g equaily and there is not in these
columns one liquor advertisement or
other discreditable matter,

The little talks with the old soldiers
by “The Old Couuntry Lady,"” Mrs.
Cheshive, form but the beglnolng, we
hope. for future reminiscancea of tha
same kind. It was impossible to get

lnmnihin. feom avary anldlas in tha

county In one issue, and:later on in
the summer we hope to carry another

collection of interviews and sketches

and reminiscences. The siyle and
presentation of f.hosa that we have is
very intéresting.
If» wa mistake not, this is from a
mechanical standpoint,’ “the biggest"

Anderson, althongh we will = admit
that some years ago Messrs. Clink-
scales and Langaton did issue a re-
markably complete survey
county in an f{llustrated number that
was a gehnine hand-book of the coun-
ty. The number 'we issue today has
boen put.out without in any way de-
tracting from the service of our reg-
ular daily paper, which, itself we are
imfovmed By e newspaper world Is
quite an achisvement. for a city the
size of "Anderson. :
Thie issue today could not have
been given to the public but for the
faithful aad interested and loyal co-
operation of the men behind the guns,
and the paper feels keenly the kind
apirit of all its employes. ;

' With the wieh that this paper may
bring ‘pleasure to our visitors and
with the hope that some on# may
here and now be inspired to take up
and Sinish the work of mekiag & com-
p:ap history of the Anderson and
nalthoring soldiery in the War of
Bslon, we extend the best wlshes
; poonle of Anderson t¢ every
survivor who will visit this city this
woek, and we hope that because the
capture of the “Hlectric City™ has
bean bloodless and without resistence,
the veterans will none the less relish
their investing of this community, and
will l¢ave, each and every one, saying

"And‘.anu; Is My Town "

LUSSES IN IllVI"Il ARFIES

The subjugation of the Confedera~
¢y cogl. the United States more than
one-third of a million lives, and now
thera are practically & mijiion pen-
eloners, with as many -applications
pendipg., The statistics show tho fol-
lowing as the Federal loss in men du-
ring the war
Killed and mortally wounded 110.010

nfederate Prisons .
nll other causes ..

24.868
24,872

Died in

AN «w 369,628

While these are the figures from the
official reports, it is ovident that they,
are less than the actual number; for
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Died of Digease ......,...... . 199,720

many died of dizease and wounds af- |
ter haviag boom dlscherged for dis- |’

* Om.tho Confederate side the nouﬂu :
_hhow un}y ‘the following deaths:.
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The Rubert E. Lee Chapler, organ-
izeal in October, 1886, 14 the oldest 11,
D. (. organization in Anderson.

The work of chapter has always
been three fold—patriotic, bheneyplent,
amd Jierary, It has been & strong
fuctor in the development of the wom-
en of Anderson,

To give the detaiis of the work ac-
complished by the faithful band of
representative women would necessi-
iate writing a Dbook. We have pres-
ented saveral hundred crogges of hon-
or and have had filled out, perhaps,
an even lurger number of honor rolls.

Thig chapter has ever sipnce It was
orgunized provided  for. appropriate
Memorial Day exercises. An eloguent
specch and satiering  patriotie songs
have on each occasion gladdened the
hearts of the largs number o; ‘eterans
who invariably attend. After the ex-
ereises in the court house, evergreen
wroeaths and bright flowars are placed
on the graves of all Confederate sol-
diers huriled Io the cemeteries of our
city,

All veterans of Amderson  counly
who respond to our general Invita-
tion uare served turkey dinner on the
birthday of that greatest of Southern
chleftains whogse name the chapter
t0 prouddly bears. Financlal aid has
been given to very many needy vet-
crans, und to other veterans in gick-
nesn und trouble we have given these
little atteéntions one delights to he-
stow on the cherlghed friends,

Some time back a commiltee’ of
clapter juempers visited a veteran at
one «of the mills, on his one hun-
dredth birthday, they carried & boun-
tiful dinper of - substuntials and o
birthday! cake.

Jounaey 1904, the regular monthly
meeting ©f the chapter came on Naw
Year's day. The president entertain-
ed at agreception in honor of Camp

The hostess was assisted by her en-

tire ch
It !l}ur annual custom on June
ard, th ot President Davis,
to enurtatn the women of the
Confederacy in the t.ll.y ot Andarsnn

at me & s

B alun -u\.euuuu in tuu Home
'uf BOMmM ember of the chapter. The
“stunts™ on thesé occasion are done
by the he!les or ‘the st:ueu Toeurs
ago the city councll deeded U8 & lot

mponded to {apien!s%
chapters for aid in nk
monuments,
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When the hospital was bl we
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The !literary work of the chapter
is one of the strangest features of
our work At our monthly meetinge

‘| we generally have two or more origi-

nal papers, usually of a historical na-
ture, thoogh at tlmas we have orfa-
nal stories, poems and songs. Wp
have had a number of articles accept-
ed by the Sute historieal commiltee

of thei U, D,

‘The buuﬂml loving cup offered by
Mrs. White of M ppt, fov ihe best
easay on Women of the Confederacy
was wbn by a member of lhe ‘Robert
E. Me chapter.

strong bond of tdlonuhlp unites
the mmlen of this ¢chapter. We are
bound together in a mpou interest
and effort.  We aii We are
better and broader w
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